Church delivers message in music

It's rock'n' roll rather than 'Rock of Ages' that sets the pace
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When he saw advertisements for Velocity Christian Church, Ben wanted to check out the new congregation that meets at Short Pump Regal Cinemas in western Henrico County.

He and his mother, Julie Atkinson, were among about 580 people, including about 130 children in Sunday school, who attended the church's first day of services - four in all - at the movie theater.

"There were a lot of kids . . . I cried quite a few times, things went so well," said Kathy Lutz, who helped with the children's ministry.

Julie Atkinson, who lives in Short Pump, said she and her son "came to see what it's all about and maybe learn about Jesus in a different way. I grew up Catholic. The boys are Catholic. I go to church periodically. The kids wanted to come here."

Ben, whose two brothers were home sick, added: "I love music a lot."

There was plenty of music.

Simultaneous services - one with a rock'n'roll band, the other with a pop country band - are held at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Ben and his mother attended the 10 o'clock country-music service.

Four other theaters were used for children's programs.

Projected on the movie screen behind the band were the words: "Velocity Christian Church" and a giant "V."

After the music was a video of people listing questions they would ask God. The answers ranged from, "Why are we here?" to "God, why are you an absentee landlord?"

Velocity's lead minister, Tim Cole, welcomed worshipers and urged the congregation to stand and talk with each other about their questions for God. "This is a place where we talk with each other on Sunday mornings. We are not just spectators and performers," Cole said.

He introduced a five-week series of video sermons by Kyle Idleman, preaching associate at Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, Ky. The 15,000-member Southeast Church is a major funder helping start Ve- locity Church.

Yesterday's sermon was based on the Genesis story of Abraham and Sarah having a child in their old age.

In a nearby theater, worshipers in the rock-band service watched the same sermon. After the sermon, Velocity's worship leader Chris Barras told the congregation: "God loves you and cares for you.. He's like a grandpa."

Barras invited the congregation to "eat a little bread and drink a little juice. It's called Communion." He stressed that participation was voluntary. The offering was collected in popcorn buckets. It was stressed that no one was obligated to give.

After the services, Cole explained that the church rents the theater just as any other client would for meetings. He said Velocity has no immediate plans to build its own church.

Dan and Mary Raper, who haven't been going to church, walked from their nearby home to the theater. "It's a modern-day take on church. The use of multimedia is appealing," Mary Raper said. Her husband added: "It was fun and engaging. We will come back."

Lee Dematteo of Partlow in Spotsylvania County said, "What a great way to worship. It's relaxed. No dress code. It's just one large group of people walking toward God."

Lance King, associate pastor of nearby Gayton Baptist Church, came to support the new church. "Churches are not in competition," he said. "We are all on the same team helping people find God's grace. Our church staff has been praying for these guys and these folks."

Larry Hatch, a member of Velocity's launch team, was pleased with the first services.

"It went great," he said. "It's pretty exciting."


Contact staff writer Alberta Lindsey at alindsey@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6754.

This story can be found at: http://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD%2FMGArticle%2FRTD_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1137834822321&path=%21news&s=1045855934842
